
 

 

SAT Writing Strategies 

 
● Know what skills are assessed on the Writing Section 

o Command of Evidence 

o Words in Context 
o Analysis in History/Social Studies and Science 
o Expression of Ideas 
o Standard English Conventions 

● Master the format 
o Some students get tripped up by the format of the Writing and Language SAT section. 

This is because, visually, the test doesn’t flow well. Instead, passages are presented 
along the left side of your test booklet, and questions are presented along the right 

hand side of it. This means a lot of looking back and forth between the passage and the 
question. 

● Become a Grammar fanatic 

o 80% of grammatical questions have to do with the following areas: 
▪ Punctuation 

▪ Sentence Structure 

▪ Conventional Expression 

▪ Subject-Verb Agreement 

▪ Possessives 

● Manage your time well 

o On this portion of the test there are four passages and 44 multiple-choice questions, 
and you’ll only have 25 minutes to complete them. Each of the passages is 400-450 
words long, and you should aim to complete every passage and its questions with a few 
minutes remaining so that you can review your work.  

o To do this, you should spend eight minutes on each passage, leaving yourself three 
minutes to review at the end. After two passages, check the time. You should have just 
about 20 minutes remaining if you’re staying on pace. To stay on top of time, answer 
questions while you’re reading. Because passages and questions are arranged alongside, 
it’s easy to complete each question as you arrive to it in the text. Reading the passage 
first and then returning to answer questions is a waste of time in this case. 

o Don’t dwell on questions that you don’t grasp quickly. You have less than one minute 
per question, and far less if you’re reading significant portions of the passages. If you 
don’t understand a question, make your best guess and move on to the next one. 

● Understand your mistakes 
o The easiest way to do this is by taking as many practice tests as possible and 

reviewing/assessing the mistakes you made. By understanding your mistakes, you’ll be 
better able to avoid them in the future. 


